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ABOUT US

The Bible Seminary (TBS) is an independent, non-denominational,
501(c)(3) charitable institution of higher education incorporated

in Texas in 2010 to offer training for laity and vocational ministry
professionals. Programs include Bible Certificate, Vocational Ministry
Certificate, Dual Degree Completion, Master of Arts, and Master of
Divinity. TBS exists to glorify God by training Christian believers in

a context of biblical community in all 66 books of the Bible so that
they can serve the local church and fulfill the Great Commission by
the power of God's Spirit.

ACCREDITATION

The Bible Seminary is a member of the
Transnational Association of Christian Colleges
and Schools (TRACS) [ 15935 Forest Road,
Forest,VA 2455 |; Telephone: (434) 525-9539;
e-mail: info@tracs.org] having been awarded
Accredited Status as a Category Il institution by
the TRACS Accreditation Commission on October 26, 2020.This
status is effective for a period of five years. TRACS is recognized by
the United States Department of Education (USDOE), the Council
for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), and the International
Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education
(INQAAHE).
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TBS is also an Accredited member of the

Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability
(ECFA). ECFA accredits leading Christian
nonprofit organizations that faithfully
demonstrate compliance with the ECFA
Standards pertaining to financial accountability,
fundraising, and board governance. For more information, visit
ECFA.org or call 1-800-323-9473.

ADMISSIONS

The Bible Seminary admits students of any race, sex, color; disability,
age, or national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs,
and activities generally accorded or made available to students at
the Seminary. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color,
disability, age, or national or ethnic origin in the administration of its
hiring policies, educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship
and loan programs, and other school-administered programs.

For more information, contact Dr. Scott Stripling, Provost, or visit
“Admissions” at TheBibleSeminary.edu.

ECFA |

A\ ACCREDITED

DONATIONS

Donations are charitable and tax deductible as allowed by law.
For more information, contact the office or visit “Support” at
TheBibleSeminary.edu.

The Sentinel is a bi-annual publication distributed free to family and
friends of The Bible Seminary. Article ideas, news and photos may
be submitted for consideration for publication to
info@TheBibleSeminary.edu.

ABOUT THE COVER

US. Navy Veteran Marlon Walker
works full-time as a UPS Tractor Trailer
Operator; studies all 66 books of the
Bible as an MDiv student at TBS, and
preaches the Word as part of his
grand adventure serving as a pastor
and ministry leader: Marlon’s photo by
Patrick Buckner Photography.
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BY DR. BRENDA MARTIN

Doctoral

Journey

fter completing my Master of Divinity at
AThe Bible Seminary, I began to wonder

about a path toward doctoral studies. I
was introduced to The King’s University (TKU)
in Southlake, Texas by attending a Leadership
and Worship Conference at Gateway Church
in Southlake and learned of their unique
relationship and partnership with Jack Hayford,
who I consider a great pastor and teacher
of spiritual formation. Jack is the founding
President and is now Chancellor Emeritus.

I tucked TKU in the back of my mind and
began to pray. After visiting with TKU’s Dr.
Huntzinger, [ felt God’s confirmation to me to
pursue this since they prioritize the authority of
Scripture, spiritual formation, generosity, and
reconciliation while incorporating in-depth
research practices, exegesis of culture, and
organizational leadership.

Their doctoral program is perfect for those
of us in full-time vocational ministry in that
three times a year you do a week-long residency
in Southlake, while the load of work occurs
within the context of your life and ministry.

It was the perfect path for me to continue to

be faithful to God’s calling as Prayer Pastor at
Grace Fellowship Church, while continuing to
gain deeper training under lifetime leaders in
Christ’s church.

For me, I have grown closer to the heart of
God as | have gained wisdom in identifying
truths and applying in every realm of life. [ have
grown in thinking critically even while seeking
to understand and navigate the messiness of the
organizational church. And, I have matured as a
believer and leader.

| HAVE MATURED AS A
BELIEVER AND LEADER

TKU is accredited by the Association of
Theological Schools (ATS), the Transnational
Association of Christian Colleges and Schools
(TRACS), and the Association for Biblical
Higher Education (ABHE). s

TBS MDiv graduate, Brenda Martin, received her Doctor of Ministry with honors from The King’s University in May 202 1.

The Sentinel | Summer 2021 |
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Bible Demintetyy
‘BOARD UPDATES »

#lews BOARD MEMBERS —

#lew OFFICERS

Stan Goss serves as Managing Director of The Mastery Group and is a nationally recognized
executive coach and leadership development professional. He holds a degree in Metallurgical
Engineering from the Colorado School of Mines, BBA in Management from the University of
Denver, a law degree from Duke University, a Bible Certificate from The Bible Seminary, and
is a Colson Fellow.The Katy Area Economic Development Council named him winner of the
leadership and economic development Stan C. Stanley “Eagle” Award in 2016. His multiple
years of service on Katy Area Economic Development Council (EDC) Board of Governors
spearheading the Talent and Leadership Taskforce and EDC Visions events resulted in the
development of a higher education white paper that helped recruit the University of
Houston to purchase 46 acres to develop a new campus in the Katy area. Stan is active at
Grace Fellowship United Methodist Church, with the Katy Independent School District, and
the youth basketball organization, Katy Rebels. He and his wife, Suzy, have several children
and grandchildren.

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ryan is an ordained minister of Word and Sacrament in the Covenant
Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO). She has served as Assistant Pastor at Windwood
Presbyterian Church in Houston, Texas since 2006 and recently transitioned to full-time ministry
as the Founder and Executive Director of A Future and a Hope Ministries, a Texas non-profit
organization that leads a team of Lay Counseling Minister volunteers at Windwood. She earned
her Master of Divinity degree from Bethel Theological Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, and her
Doctor of Ministry degree in individual, marriage and family counseling from Fuller Theological
Seminary in Pasadena, California. She has served in the US Army Nurse Corps and was
ordained to a chaplain residency for the University of Texas/M.D. Anderson Cancer Center
in Houston, Texas. Pat and her husband, Tom, have two married adult children, Debbie and
Michael, and seven grandchildren.

Adams Peters, new Chair, is an executive at Air Liquide. He began his career with the French
industrial gas group in 1996 after graduating from Texas A&M University. After serving in
several management roles in the Group's US operations, Adam was appointed President &
CEO,Air Liquide Canada in 2012.The Peters family left Montreal and returned to Texas in 2017
where Adam currently serves as Vice-President, Electronics World Business. Adam has a B.S.
in Mechanical Engineering (1996) and an MBA (2002; SMU). He and his wife, Heidi, have
three children — Emily, Andrew, and Bennett, and are active members of Grace Fellowship
church in Katy.

Mickey Ellis, new Secretary/Treasurer; is a Master of Divinity (2018) graduate of The Bible
Seminary.A vibrant leader of the prayer and worship movement within the West Houston/Katy
community, she leads the Freedom and Healing team at the Great Southwest Prayer Center.
She is also co-founder with herhusband, Mike, and former Board member of Alta Mesa Services,
Oil & Gas Exploration and Production company. Mickey has served in leadership in a variety
of churches and ministries, charity and service organizations related to cancer and autism,
as well as in a Pre-K through 8th grade Christian school. Mickey and Mike have two children
and three grandchildren.

The Sentinel | Summer 2021

TBS Board changes beginning with the 202 1-22 fiscal
year include the addition of two new members, two
new officers, and the retirement of four members.
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(Retining BOARD MEMBERS

Heidi Arneson enrolled in the very first TBS Bible Certificate class in 2008, graduated among the first ten graduates of the Bible Certificate program in 201 [,
and joined the TBS Board in June 201 |. She served as a Board member for two years and then as Board Chair for the past eight years. She helped shepherd
TBS through the first class of master's degree graduates in 2015, and served as a key leader throughout the five-year process of achieving accreditation that
culminated in 2020 and Distance Education approval in 2021. Beginning with her childhood growing up on a farm in Minnesota, Heidi is always willing to
share inspiring stories, especially unforgettable TBS adventures of faith, hard work and prayer. She is co-founder of the CPA firm, Arneson CPA Group, LLC
(arnesoncpa.com) and is enrolled as a TBS graduate student pursing a Master of Arts in Biblical Studies.

Retiring member Ron Dagley served on the Board for two years, Leonard Merrell for six consecutive years, and Steve Wood for three years in the office
of Secretary/Treasurer. Our TBS family has been greatly blessed by the faithful service of these outstanding business, community, and ministry leaders. We pray
the Lord's continued blessings on them and their families as they join the background support team of eighteen previously retired Board members who helped
found and develop TBS.

TO ALL OF OUR CURRENT
AND FORMER BOARD MEMBERS
FOR YOUR YEARS OF

Wwwwl

Starrlng Heidi AI‘IleSOIl, Board Chair of The Bible Seminary from 2013-21, and Board member 2011-21.
All-star cast: Joel Anthis, George Armistead, Scott Boulware, Bob Button, Gene Chambers, Harry Chapman, Wil-
liam Chumchal, Brian Crouse, Ron Dagley, Julia Dean, Dan Dunham, Mickey Ellis, Alton Frailey, Wende Gaikema,
Omar Garcia, Stan Goss, Doug Johnson, Becky Klein, Jim Leggett, Rick McCalip, Leonard Merrell, David Muir, Jim
O’Leary, Mitch Peairson, Adam Peters, Dave Riner, Pat Ryan, Downy Vickery, Charles Wisdom, and Steve Wood.

Executive Producer: JESUS CHRIST. Producers: Jim Leggett, Paul Helbig, and Grace Fellowship Church.
Executive Directors: K. Lynn Lewis and Rick McCalip. Directors: Scott Stripling, Paul Helbig, and Steve
Adamson. Associate Directors: Kassidy Bell, Karen Coolidge, Janice Hamric, Coby Jackson, A. and M. Larsen,
Angela McClinton, Doug Petrovich, Blake Quimby, Carousel Pieterse, Samantha Rude, Yamile Soto, and Dobie
Weise. Guest appearances by Terry Cokenour, Rich Cozart, Craig Evans, Israel Loken. Ryan Lokkesmoe, J. Paul
Nyquist, Linda Pattillo, Phil Pattillo, Steve Sullivan, Terry Teykl, and Blake Wilson.

An All 66 Books Production
Copyright TBS 2021: A We Teach Truth Company




PROFESSORS

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Master of Divinity
is designed to teach and
equip students in all 66
books of the Bible over a
3-year course of study.

Master of Arts

is designed to cover all

66 books of the Bible

over a 2-year course of study.
¢ Biblical History & Archaeology

¢ Biblical Studies

e Biblical Languages & Cultures
e Church History & Theology

Dual Degree

Completion d
program allows students with f , in

FOLLOW

an Associate’s degree, life
experience or college credit to
transfer into a degree track.

@TheBibleSeminary

TheBibleSeminary.edu

Bible Certificate

is a great place to add

or start basic Bible training.
The Bible Seminary

Vocational Ministry 2655 S Mason Rd
Certificate Katy, TX 77450
offers graduate-level education

for anyone serving ministry

leadership.

281-646-1109
TheBibleSeminary.edu
info@TheBibleSeminary.edu
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BY EMILY ORR

M IS A DISTANCE EDUCATION MASTER OF ARTS IN o h /’M e ]‘W
BIBLICAL HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY STUDENT S '




s [ breathe deeply, my nose fills

with the sweet scent of fodder

mixed with the pungence of a
hot diesel motor. My eyes soak in the
towering silos, gleaming grain bins,
dust filled barn, and that happy white
farmhouse. My entire being swells with
breath and releases it through a smile of
relief. [ am home.

Though I technically didn’t live
there, I certainly grew up on my
grandparents’ farm. It has always been
my constant, regardless of what season
or circumstance. The cattle, the crops,
the buildings, they are all wonderful.
Yet, they don’t make it home. Home is
where my Papa is.

Papa to me, Donald to his
affectionate big sister, and Doc to you
and the rest of the world; this barrel-
chested, white-haired, weather-worn
farmer is known for his tender and
generous compassion. When he speaks,
every ear perks up. We know he’s
about to invite us into a story-telling
experience we'll never regret. The best
things I've inherited from my Papa are
my thumbs, my hearty belly laugh, and
a legacy of redemption.

Donald Van Kampen grew up with
a godly mother, countered by a father
with harmful influence. As a teen,
Papa met Jesus at a Pentecostal church
service and decided he wanted to be the
type of husband and father only Christ
could show him how to be. So, that’s
what he did. He obediently submitted

to God’s influence in how he conducted

WAl
!
eamwork @l
. N

reparation

include in-class students,
synchronous Distance
Education students (visible

to students on the front right

ling Emily on

nd visible to

Dr. Lewis via

a monitor mounted on the
back wall), and asynchronous
Distance Education students
who watch the recorded
class sessions at their

convenience

his manhood, and did it ever pay off.
Eventually, he met his precious wife,
Colleen, and they established a family.
My dad, Cary, became the benefactor
of Papa’s redemptive decision. Working
on the farm, side by side, teaching,
learning, simply being together, my
papa helped to shape a Christ-centered
character within my dad. It was there,
my dad began his journey of redemptive
legacy, and made it his own.
My dad married the best woman
[ know, and they stepped into a life
of Christ-centered marriage and
parenthood together. Along the way,
my dad followed Papa’s example and
constantly walked in obedience to
every God given request. His career, his
marriage, his family, his acquaintances
— they all became the benefactors of
his radical obedience. Best of all, my
parents had a baby girl who grew up
to love Jesus with her whole being
and who carries on that legacy of
redemption to this day — me.
Redemption is the most humbling
and joyful euphoria a person can
experience. Not a day goes by without
my recognition of and gratitude for
the deep, genuine, blatant, healthy
spiritual inheritance God has graciously
given me. Just as my Papa began
our inheritance, and my dad carried
it through, I want to emulate their
examples and establish countless
more benefactors of this glorious
grace; which is why [ am a student at
The Bible Seminary. I am absolutely

carrying through the natural legacy

of redemption in my family as I pour
my whole self into loving my husband
and discipling my two-year-old, Judah.
Seeing how Papa and my dad have
impacted the eternal trajectory of an
incredible number of lives inspires my
heart to do the same.

I've had a deep appreciation for the
Bible and a yearning for wisdom as long
as | can remember. As [ grew older and
experienced a college education based
around biblical studies, then jobs in
ministry and in biblical curriculum,
those desires weighed heavier than
ever. | knew there was more, and it was
my mission to seek it out and become
equipped to enlighten Scripture to
any soul God determined to put on
my path.

Enter TBS. Jeremy Stein, Teaching
Strategist at the Center for Holy Lands
Studies and a dear friend, understood
these desires and directed me to The
Bible Seminary. The philosophy, the
class content, the atmosphere (even
from online) meshed with my heart
in an undoubtable fashion. After
becoming a student, I have experienced
the opportunity to learn and creatively
pour my education back out in a way
that truly resources the Church. God
gave me an inheritance of redemption,
the responsibility to carry it on, and the
ability to add to my legacy through the
influence of TBS. s

The Sentinel | Summer 202
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he Bible
Seminary
(TBS) offers

a Dual Degree
Completion (DDC)
program that allows
students who have not completed an
undergraduate degree to enroll in TBS
and work toward both a bachelor’s and
a master’s degree simultaneously. DDC
students must earn a total of 90 non-
TBS undergraduate credits, including
the 60 required to enter the program.
These credits are divided between
general education, Bible and Christian
studies, and elective credits.

When I enrolled in TBS, I had
87 non-TBS undergraduate credits,
meaning that [ was 3 credits short.
However, I lacked both time and funds
to take a literature course in addition to
my TBS courses, so I kept putting it off.
[ finally decided to take a College Level
Examination Program (CLEP) test
rather than enroll in a literature course.
[ studied over Thanksgiving break
and took the test that week. Since
[ felt confident in my knowledge of

Apply for a voucher from
Modern States BEFORE
purchasing a CLEP test.

Although the testing center
will require payment up front,
Modern States will reimburse

you afterwards.

Finally.

CLEP TEST #

literature, I thought I could pull it off.

The CLEP website (clep.
collegeboard.org) provides instructions
on taking a CLEP test. First, purchase
the CLEP test (current price is $89 per
test). Second, select the institution
where you would like your scores sent.
Third, schedule an appointment at a
local testing center.

Most colleges have testing centers,
so look up the closest testing center
that offers CLEP tests. Show up at the
appointed time with your CLEP test
receipt, pay the small local testing fee if
required, and take the test.

At the end of the test, you may
choose to see your scores and have
them sent to the institution of choice
OR you may choose not to see them
and not to send them. If you choose to
see you scores, they will also be sent to
your institution. If you fail the test or
choose to cancel your scores, you must
wait three months before taking the
exam again.

For help studying, visit Modern
States (modernstates.org), a non-
profit offering more than 30 free

- T~
'd N

Bible and Christian studies
credits are NOT available
through Modern States and
CLEP tests. These credits
must be earned elsewhere.

Ovedil

BY ABIGAIL LEAVITT

Student Services Coordinator

online courses to help students prepare
for CLEP tests. Most study courses
include a series of videos, readings, and
comprehension questions. Most courses
are general education courses and
can qualify for TBS’s required general
education credits and elective credits.
My Modern States study course
seemed to have a few glitches and
there was no way to interact with the
professor. However, [ still had a good
experience since the course provided
key information needed to pass the test,
as well as a reading list for further study.
Modern States also offers vouchers for
free CLEP tests. Students who pass
their online course receive a voucher to
cover the CLEP test cost, and students
who pass the CLEP test can have their
testing fees reimbursed. For example,
my testing fee of $15 added to the cost
of the CLEP test would have totaled
$104 (still cheaper than taking a course
at a community college in the $300—
$400 range). However, since I took the
Modern States course and passed my
CLERP test, I earned my three credits for
free, which I count as a win! s

If trying to pass a CLEP test
on an unfamiliar topic,
plan to allow more time
for study. My study course
had eight modules, and
studying at the rate of
one per week is probably
manageable for most people.



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT STATISTICS

GRADUATE PROGRAMS SUMMARY 20/2-2/ VOCATIONAL MINISTRY (VM) 20122/
101 ACCEPTED GRADUATE DEGREE STUDENTS 20 APPLICANTS
96 ENROLLED 19 ENROLLED
7 DROPPED OUT BEFORE COMPLETING A SINGLE COURSE 17 COMPLETED AT LEAST ONE COURSE
28 WITHDREW PRIOR TO DEGREE COMPLETION 1 GRADUATE (5.2% GRADUATION RATE)
23 COMPLETED THEIR DEGREE PROGRAMS 3 WITHDREW AFTER COMPLETING AT LEAST ONE COURSE
Additionally, TBS enrolls transient and audit students. 80% retention rate of those who completed dt least one course
2 STUDENTS TRANSFERRED FROM THE VOCATIONAL MINISTRY PROGRAM TO
MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM

GRADUATE STUDENT ENROLLMENT 20202/ Acadermicvear ~ DUAL DEGREE COMPLETION (DDC) 201221

67 GRADUATE STUDENTS 14  APPLICANTS
37 males (55%), 29 females (45%)

47 AVERAGE AGE

12 ENROLLED

Youngest = 20, Oldest = 77 11 COMPLETED AT LEAST ONE COURSE
7 ENROLLED IN MDIV 2 GRADUATES
25 ENROLLED IN MA 2 WITHDREW AFTER COMPLETING AT LEAST ONE COURSE

80% retention rate of those who completed at least one course
5 ENROLLED INVM
11 OF 37 CURRENTLY ENROLLED GRADUATE STUDENTS ARE

30 AUDIT DUAL DEGREE COMPLETION STUDENTS
MASTER OF DIVINITY (MDIV) 20122/ JOB PLACEMENT SUMMARY 20/2-2

36 APPLICANTS 22 MASTER'S DEGREE GRADUATES

34 ENROLLED 14 SERVING IN PAID MINISTRY JOBS AFTER GRADUATION

63% overall job placement rate of all graduates

31 COMPLETED AT LEAST ONE COURSE
14 GRADUATES

39% graduation rate; 42% retention rate of those who completed

11 OF 22 SECURED NEW CAREER MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES BASED ON
COMPLETION OF DEGREE PROGRAM

50% job placement rate
at least one course

MASTER OF ARTS (MA) 20/2-/ BIBLE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS SUMMARY (BC) 20/2-/
46 APPLICANTS 703 ENROLLED
41 ENROLLED 671 COMPLETED AT LEAST ONE COURSE
39 COMPLETED AT LEAST ONE COURSE 56 GRADUATES

9% graduation rate of those who completed at least one course

33 ACTIVE STUDENTS
/7 males (22%) and 26 females (78%)

8  GRADUATES (19% GRADUATION RATE)
7  WITHDREW AFTER COMPLETING AT LEAST ONE COURSE

83% retention rate of those who completed at least one course

The Sentinel | Summer 2021 | 11
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GO FORWARD
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e GOING BACK

wrensn s QLLKLEEAKLL

ST. GO HARD. GO FAR.

ven in our churches, we sometimes double-
down on that one word in the Matt 28:19-20
great commission—"Therefore GO”—and yet

/M) /U“e/ de-emphasize the steady, relationship-oriented work

(‘ W‘?@ 0@ that must happen to “make disciples of all nations,
’ o baptizing them in the name of the Father

o U R cu LTU RE ’ I s N T IT H and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching

them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

Certainly, when God calls us to go, whether it’s
into a new opportunity or a new place, we need to
go. But what if one way He’s calling us to go is by
calling us to go back?

What if He’s calling us to stay the course right
now or even return whole-heartedly to a place
you’ve been before? Could it be that He’s asking us
to help others go forward in their faith by serving
the people right in our own home, neighborhood,

THEN, YOU BETTER

office, or school who need to see Jesus wrapped in
your skin?

That was one of my takeaways from Church
History 510 as I researched the life of Hilda of
Whitby, a seventh-century Anglo-Saxon royal also
known as St. Hild. Oh, she had plans to go, to head

right out of England into France where women could

race to push all the blaze all
the top boundaries the trails

gain ministry education and training in monastic
life. In fact, she was a couple hundred miles south of
her Northumbrian kingdom, ready to sail across the
English Channel when God called her to go home.




While the idea of missionary can mean
being transplanted to another country
and culture, Hilda was called to go back
to a mission field she already knew: her
hometown, where the gospel was beginning
to make inroads and where a woman like
Hilda had both cultural understanding and
financial means to effect change. This was
a call to return to Northumbria and invest
in men and women to impact a nation for
the gospel.

After her formal call, Hilda spent a
year of contemplative preparation, taught
by the scholarly Bishop Aiden who first
invited her to join his work. Then, she
began establishing monasteries as places of
Christian learning. She eventually built the
historic double-monastery at Whitby, where
men and women were housed separately

to receive Christian education under her
governance as their spiritual mother.

A place of outreach to the community,
Hilda’s monastery had significant impact.
Bede, a monk writing fifty years after her
death, relates that it was patterned “after
the primitive Church [in Acts 2:42-47], no
one there was rich, and none poor, for they
had all things in common, and none had

Just go.

CALLING IS OFTEN PRECEDED BY A SENSE OF RESTLESSNESS

any private property. Her prudence was so
great...even kings and princes sought and
received her counsel.” She launched the
ministry careers of five bishops, three of
whom served in other parts of England. She
was also the first spiritual leader to support
the spread of the gospel through songs
written in everyday Anglo-Saxon, rather
than only the Latin hymns of the church.
These songs, written by an elderly cowherd
named Caedmon whom she took under
her wing, are regarded as the first English
sacred poetry. Her name still graces schools
and colleges around the globe because

of her commitment to the people whom
God called her to serve. Quite a legacy for
someone called to go back home, and one
that offers us additional takeaways when it
comes to pursuing our own callings.

writer and Bible teacher.

Cassia Glass is pursuing a Master of Arts
degree in Church History and Theology
at TBS. She works in adult discipleship
ministry at Faithbridge Church and is a

Hilda had been a Christian from her teens, honoring her primary call as a Christ-follower, but in her thirties, she sensed God calling her
to a specific, secondary calling. She assumed the path forward was to join a convent in France, one of the few places in seventh-century
Europe that provided Christian education for women. So, she moved forward in her restlessness as best as she could determine was God’s
will. The fact that she already had a seeking heart prepared to “go” for God meant she was ready to step onto the path He revealed in His
timing. How like our God to use a lack of opportunities for Christian education at home to spur her to seek elsewhere, only to call her to
create those very opportunities for others in the place she thought she had to leave behind!

OUR CALLING IS INTERWOVEN WITH THAT OF OTHERS

No man or woman is an island. We hyper-focus on individual accomplishments, but Hilda’s life and legacy were all about community. She
lived out the great commission, but she was never isolated in that goal. From the missionaries who led her to Christ and discipled her, to the
relationships built as a hometown girl, to the countless men and women who blossomed in faith through her monasteries, other people were

part of Hilda’s story. God is glorified when we work through the body of believers under the headship of Christ to do His will on earth.

A LIFE GLORIFYING GOD CREATES INDESTRUCTIBLE TREASURE

If Hilda’s only legacy were the buildings she constructed, she’d have no legacy at all. Viking raiders destroyed her community a few
hundred years after her time. We only know a bit of her history from one monk whose work happened to be preserved plus a few decades
of archeological research, and only one of her protégé’s Anglo-Saxon songs survived to modern times. And for every Hilda whose name
we know, there are millions of godly people whose names are known only to their Creator. The goal of fulfilling our calling is not the
earth-bound structures we build, systems we create, or causes we champion. Those are some of the tangible by-products, but what we

are doing as we pursue God’s purposes is building his indestructible family of believers. Hilda, called “Mother” by all who knew her, left
behind that kind of legacy in the lives of those she discipled for Christ, and we can do the same.

“Should I stay or should I go?” may be the refrain of your search to fulfill a calling, but however God shapes your influence on others for His

kingdom, be like Hilda, prepared to do the work He’s called you to do wherever He’s called you to do it. And don’t forget the final sentence

of Matthew 19:20 in Christ’s great commission: B
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Today | found joy,
in the stillness,
in the quiet.

| find joy in the small
when the big encompasses my soul.
How big is the unknown?

Bigger than my perception,
how silent is the joy
found in whispers of hope?

Slowly filling
the spaces of unknowing.

How large is our God?
How near is His presence!
How intricate His Love?
How real His spirit?

It is deeper than the mind searching for an answer,
more known than the unknown,

more promised than our next breath,

is the love of the Father.

He holds us in His mighty hands,
BY CLAIRE DE ALBUQUERQUE and t?reathe§ I!fe into our lungs. |
TBS Dual Degree Completion student He gives us living water through His blood;

Our sin is undone.

Joy is the seed,

and love will grow,
even in the unknowing,
His joy is overflowing.

His joy is our strength,
His love us our shelter,

: even in the suffering
Claire celebrating the Lord’s Supper prior to her baptism with
her mom, Paige De Albuquerque, who was recently declared
cancer-free dfter a yearlong battle

Immanuel is enough for me.

We can rest in knowing
the battle is already won.

Our battle is won!
That's where joy comes from.

IR
‘M‘VI' : ¥

Claire celebrated her baptism and the Lord's Supper with family and friends in her backyard on Saturday,
June 19, 2021. She writes, “These people have changed my life forever and have become spiritual mothers,
fathers, brothers and sisters to me.”

14



TRULY | SAY TO YOU THAT THERE IS NO ONE WHO HAS
LEFT HOUSE OR WIFE OR BROTHERS OR PARENTS OR
CHILDREN ON ACCOUNT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD,
WHO WILL NOT RECEIVE MANY TIMES MORE IN THIS
TIME AND IN THE AGE TO COME, ETERNAL LIFE. -

he Old and New Testaments are filled with references
| to leadership. Reading carefully, we find that costs

accompany leadership. For example, James 3:1
indicates that leaders are held to a higher standard, “Not
many should become teachers, my brothers, because
you know that we will receive a greater judgment (or
condemnation).” While one might think this verse only
refers to teachers, the fuller context indicates that the Lord
considers any influence over others as a serious matter with
augmented responsibilities. Though this sort of perceived
“double standard” might not seem fair, leadership necessarily
amplifies risks just as pilots incur responsibility for crew,
passengers, citizens that live within the scope of their
flight path on the ground, property, and every person and
organization they represent.

As a spiritual leader in various roles, I always experience
apprehension before I present a message or teach. Until
realizing the significance of responsibility, ramifications of
influence, and that my representative actions incur a greater
judgment, my angst is no longer mysterious. I applaud any
spiritual leader who gains enough comfort to lose his or her
apprehensions and readily live as “goldfish in a fishbowl” for
God and everyone else to see and judge.

In Unashamed Servant-Leadership (Global Perspectives
Series, Carlisle, Cumbria: Langham Global Library, 2017,

p. 47), Rachel R. Rajagopal suggests three areas that incur
leadership tolls: 1) physical, 2) emotional, and 3) spiritual.
Physical costs include time, money, and mental stress;

emotional costs include conflict, fear of the unknown, and

BY BRENT HOEFLING

I AREAS

INCUR LEADERSHIP TOLLS

THAT

loneliness; and spiritual costs include spiritual attacks,
often indirectly observed in emotional and physical
categories as well.

Jeremiah records an event that illustrates several of
his leadership costs (Jeremiah 38:1-13). Some hated the
prophet of God’s messages so much that they advocated for
his execution. King Zedekiah capitulated to their demands
enough to allow them to lower him into a damp cistern with
deep mud. When a Cushite official in the service of the king
begged for Jeremiah’s life, the king sent him with 30 men
to pull Jeremiah out of the mirey pit. Their rejection of his
spiritual leadership included serious physical consequences.

Though most spiritual leaders in modern western churches
do not face Jeremiah-type persecutions, the consequences of
rejection are just as real. We use the expression “the pits” to
reference emotional, physical, and spiritual distress. Spiritual
leaders may struggle to remain obedient to their calling in
the face of rejection, including temptations to misrepresent
God or fail to convey messages the Lord’s intends for them to
share as His representative.

Leadership can also incur rewards. Luke references Jesus
describing the difficulty rich people face in trying to enter
the kingdom of God (Luke 18:24-30). Some respond, “Who
can then can be saved?” Peter exclaims, “We have left all we
had to follow you!” Yet, Jesus assures His disciples, “Truly I
say to you that there is no one who has left house or wife or
brothers or parents or children on account of the kingdom of
God, who will not receive many times more in this time and
in the age to come, eternal life.” s

Brent Hoefling, a TBS MA in Biblical History and Archaeology student, has served as Pastor at Wake Village Church
of God of Prophecy for 8 years and works as Computer Support Specialist at Community Healthcore in Texarkana,
Clarksville and Atlanta, Texas. This article is one of a five-part series submitted in fulfillment of his final project for
the graduate course,“PAS 51 |: Pastor-Leader — Ruth, Samuel, and Kings."
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YVETTE ALVAREZ

MASTER OF ARTS IN BIBLICAL STUDIES

A bilingual classroom teacher who has worked with students
from prekindergarten to fourth grade,Yvette currently works as a
Kindergarten Teacher at Harbor Christian Academy in east Houston
and serves as Women's Director at Long Point Baptist Church (LPBC)
in west Houston. Her biggest passion is helping students reach their
full potential by fostering a love for learning and gaining a deeper
understanding of God.Yvette and her husband Kevin (TBS MDiv
2016), who serves as Senior Pastor at LPBC, have three daughters:
Cassandra, Gabriela and Madison. An honors graduate with a BS in
Interdisciplinary Studies from the University of Houston Victoria, Yvette
is extremely grateful for the preparation, knowledge, and grace she has
experienced at TBS.

“TBS has been an instrument used to shape my character,
knowledge, and faith, and in turn, shape the lives of my students. Each
morning | walk into my classroom ready to nurture the minds and
souls of the students under my care. | speak the truth of the Gospel,
shape their character; and mold their soul. My prayer is always that |
am planting the seed of faith in their heart so that salvation comes to
those who hear truth. The knowledge | have gained has a ripple effect
as my students go out and live out their calling for the glory of the
kingdom.We may never know the profound effect of TBS in the lives
of others, but | am certain that in eternity we will be in awe of the
impact it has made this side of heaven.”

29 thsof 2021 €K























































































